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Wetlands permit 
opposed 

Nov. 2, 2005  

HOBART — There will be significant flooding and other 
adverse environmental impacts if a Hobart cemetery 
gets its way and fills in 41 acres of wetlands, a U.S. 
biologist says.  

The proposed filling would severely disrupt the natural 
hydrology of the Hobart Marsh ecosystem, said 
Elizabeth McCloskey of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s ecological office in Chesterton.  

In addition to being a valuable fish and wildlife habitat, 
McCloskey said, it is a major water storage area.  

“The existing drainage system is probably already at 
capacity, and no other areas the size of the Hobart 
Marsh are available to hold the water,” McCloskey said.  

In an Oct. 26 letter, she urged the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
deny Evergreen Memorial Cemetery’s request for a permit to to fill in the 
wetlands. Hobart city officials and area environmental groups also 
oppose the permit. Last month, the Hobart City Council passed a 
resolution asking the Army Corps to reject Evergreen Memorial’s 
request.  

Saturday was the deadline for submitting comments on the project.  

The owners of Evergreen Memorial want the wetlands filled in so they 
will have more space to dig grave sites.  
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The wetlands are located one- quarter mile south of the 39th Avenue 
and Sandusky Street intersection. They are part of the cemetery but are 
federally protected.  

Under the cemetery’s expansion plan, 41 acres would be filled and an 
additional six acres of wetlands would be excavated to become a deep 
pond.  

To mitigate the loss of the wetlands, Evergreen Memorial would restore 
47 acres of wetlands on property adjacent to Salt Creek south of 
Valparaiso.  

But the compensation plan, McCloskey wrote, will not mitigate for the 
loss of high-quality habitat in the Hobart Marsh or lessen the significant 
adverse impacts on both publicly and privately-owned nature preserves 
adjacent to the proposed project.  

The biologist further told the Army Corps that the mitigation plan will not 
protect the water quality and quantity in Turkey Creek and Lake George. 

“It is the position of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that it is not 
possible to mitigate for for the proposed filling and excavation of 47 
acres of high-quality wetlands in the heart of the Hobart Marsh,” she 
said.  

Contact Karen Snelling at 648-3106 or ksnelling@post-trib.com  
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